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we in Germany, having once had to do without, could
tell those other nations is about the only thing in the
world which one cannot do without/'

The first serious disturbances brought about by
factions dissatisfied with the results of the Revolution
occurred on December 6th, exactly,a month after the
Revolution came about* But the dissatisfaction out of
which these disturbances arose was not caused simply
by the Revolution* Long before the Revolution the
Socialists had quarrelled about the war, and had divided
into two entirely distinct parties, known as Majority
Socialists and Independents* As the war went on a
third small party began to be formed, secretly and desper-
ately, mostly composed of men who spent their lives in
and out of prison for political offences* This party
lived by what the Germans call subterranean
methods, that is, they had no headquarters, kept no
books, never attempted any formal meetings, but devoted
themselves exclusively to distributing pamphlets and
flysheets and to personal " grubbing underground *' ;*
they lived a hunted life*

It might have been thought that with the end of the
war some of the causes of quarrel between the Socialists
would have disappeared* As the war was over, there
would no longer be any dispute whether to support

* Wuhlarbeit; the metaphor is that of the mole grubbing under-
ground*
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